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Inclusion of Sexual Orientation and Gender 

Identity/ Expression in the Elliot-Larsen Civil 

Rights Act 

On Friday November 21 the bi-partisan Area Agency on Aging 1-B 
(AAA 1-B) Board of Directors under the advisement of the AAA 1-B  
Advisory Council adopted a position which calls for the inclusion of 
sexual orientation and gender identity/expression in the Elliott-Larsen 
Civil Rights Act. 

Currently in Michigan, individuals who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT) can be fired from 
or denied employment, denied housing opportunities or denied public services or accommodations based solely 
on their sexual orientation and gender identity or expression. 

 

Best estimates based upon census data predict that in 2010 there were 200,000 to 285,000 LGBT persons that 
call Michigan home. Applying this methodology to 2013 census data there are up to 52,000 Michiganian’s age 
65 and older who likely identify as LGBT. Recognizing that 80% of long-term care in the United States is provided 
by family, and that LGBT persons are twice as likely to be single, twice as likely to live alone and three-four times 
more likely to be childless when compared to their heterosexual counterparts, LGBT older adults will need to 
rely heavily on professional long-term care providers to have their needs met as they age. 

 

As the AAA 1-B emphasizes a person-centered philosophy which values and respects the interests, needs, wish-
es and lifestyle choices of the individuals served and as the AAA 1-B covers nearly 30% of the state's older adult 
population with over 620,000 residing in the six county service region, it stands to reason that there are thou-
sands of older LGBT Michiganians whom call the AAA 1-B service region home. As evidenced by the Michigan 
Department of Civil Rights report, “LGBT Inclusion under Michigan Law with Recommendations for Action” it 
also stands to reason that a majority of these elders have experienced discrimination based upon their sexual 
orientation or gender identity/expression. 

 

Support for embedding protections for sexual orientation and gender identity/expression in employment,  
housing and public accommodations in state law is in direct alignment with a person-centered philosophy and 
offers LGBT elders dignity, respect and a greater quality of life with protections embedded in state law. 

 

A December 3 hearing was held on two pieces of legislation, HB 5804 a bill that would include protections based 
upon sexual orientation or gender identity or expression, and HB 5959 which includes protections only based 
upon sexual orientation.  



 

 

The Area Agency on Aging 1-B (AAA 1-B) is a nonprofit agency serving the needs of older adults in Living-

ston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, and Washtenaw counties.  

Contact Ryan Cowmeadow,  (248) 262-1282 or by e-mail at rcowmeadow@aaa1b.com to join the Senior 

Advocacy Network or receive copies of AAA 1-B reports referenced in The Advocate. 

Two road funding plans have been passed by both the Senate and House, however, they differ significantly. 
The Senate version would increase the state gas tax to nearly double its current rate of 19 cents per gallon 
over four years. Estimates predict revenue of nearly $1.4 billion dependent on the whole sale price of gas. 

 

The House bill also generates roughly $1 billion for road funding by using a six-year process that would       
remove the current 6% sales tax on fuel sales while replacing it instead with a gradually increasing               
percentage rate. This method would provide new funding for roads without increasing the price of gas; how-
ever it does not provide mechanism to replace the 6% sales tax on fuel which currently funds public schools, 
which had advocates concerned. 

 

With only a handful of days left in this legislative session, it is not clear that these two versions will be        
reconciled, voted on and passed, or if the road funding debate will fall to the new legislature set to convene 
in early January. 

Michigan Road Funding Update 

Elder Abuse Legislation Update 

Senate Bills 866 and 867 originally reported in the July edition of The Advocate have cleared the Senate and 
are moving to the House for consideration in the Criminal Justice committee. This bill package would            
establish stricter sentencing guidelines for both “elder adults” and “vulnerable adults.” 

 

The bills specifically focus on physical abuse, mental abuse or suffering or financial exploitation of vulnerable 
and elder adults. 

 

Though this legislation has made it to the House, the Committed on Criminal Justice would need to host a 
hearing on this legislation and pass it for a full vote in the House for it to become law. Considering the big  
issue in the legislature is road funding in the remaining days of this session, it is important that advocates 
contact their Representatives to ask that these bills receive consideration. If these bills do not pass in this ses-
sion, they would be considered dead and would need to be reintroduced in the next session with the new 
legislature. 

After hearing testimony on both sides of the issue, Commerce Committee Chair and sponsor of HB 5959 
Rep. Frank Foster (R-Petosky) declared there were not enough votes for either pieces of legislation,      
essentially killing the chance of providing protections for this vulnerable segment of Michigan’s popula-
tion, despite the public opinion of nearly 80% of Michiganders. 

 

If no other action is take on these bills, they will be considered dead at the end of this session. Despite 
this setback, the AAA 1-B will continue to advocate for this issue with the new legislature. To read our full 
analysis and position, please visit: http://www.aaa1b.org/advocacy/senior-advocacy-issues-and-
positions/  
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