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Continuing Resolution Passed 

In the absence of an omnibus funding bill for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015, 

a Continuing Resolution (CR) was passed by the U.S. House, Senate 

and signed by the President in late September. The CR will continue 

to fund the Federal Government, including Older Americans Act    

Programs, through December 11, 2014 essentially at current FY 

2014 funding levels. The CR does prescribe a one-half of one per-

cent (.5%) cut, however, it is unclear if the Obama Administration 

will choose to pass this cut on to all discretionary programs spend-

ing, or absorb the total cut in only a few programs, sparing others.  

However, with the CR set to expire on December 11, Congress must act quickly upon their November 11 re-

turn to either reconcile differences in the 12 bills that make up the omnibus spending bill, or pass another 

CR to avert a shutdown.  

 

As the National Association of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a) points out, “the only thing we know for sure is 

that Congress won’t shut down the government before the elections and that any spending agreement 

passed either in lame duck session or early next year will likely include level or reduced funding, placing    

important discretionary programs in a continued precarious position. And it is important to remember that 

whenever an agreement is reached for FY 2015 funding, lawmakers will immediately begin work on FY 

2016 spending, on which the full force of the sequester will return to force spending levels lower.” 

 

It is key that advocates reach out to their Representatives and Senators and continue to dialogue with them 

on the important role that the Older Americans Act plays in supporting our nation’s elders and their desire to 

age-in-place. 

Reinventing MI Retirement 

The Department of Insurance and Financial Services will host nine free events across the state to help 

Michigan residents age 50 and older learn more about how they can achieve financial security in their 

later years. The events will all be held on Oct. 20 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Michigan residents can 

register by clicking here or by calling 877-999-6442. 

Southeast Michigan Events: 

 

TROY – MSU Management Education Center, 811 W. Square Lake Rd., Troy, MI 48098 

DETROIT – Hannan House, 4750 Woodward Ave. Suite 201, Detroit, MI 48201 

http://w2.lara.state.mi.us/DIFS_Surveys/QuestionResponse.aspx?enc=UTpCfdTOMNSI0FGhYcjSv5a/fLCarVvQrGwd6XF2bP0=


 

 

Reinventing MI Retirement Continued... 

Reinventing MI Retirement was developed by DIFS in response to Governor Snyder’s Special Message on 

Aging and made possible with grant funds received from the Michigan Securities Investor Education and 

Training Fund and contributions from sponsors and supporters across the state.  

 

Each event will feature guest speakers, informative workshops, confidential one-on-one financial      

checkups, a resource fair, and a complimentary breakfast and lunch provided at no cost. In addition, 

each attendee will be provided a comprehensive toolkit with more than 100 pages of financial tools and 

information.  

Federal Transportation Bills 

The Area Agency on Aging 1-B has a position of advocating for policy that invests in Michigan’s public trans-

portation and road infrastructure. Recognizing that one in five adults over age 65 no longer drive, and that 

those age 65 and older who no longer drive make 15% fewer trips to the doctor, 59% fewer trips to shop or 

eat out, and 65% fewer trips to visit friends and family than drivers of the same age, a lack of reliable trans-

portation options poses potentially serious risks to the health and social wellbeing of older adults.  

 

Bipartisan bills introduced in both the U.S. House and Senate seek to provide more local control and input 

over federal transportation dollars. The Innovation in Surface Transportation Act would require states to re-

serve a portion of each type of federal transportation dollars they receive to be granted out based on merit 

to innovative local transportation projects. This legislation provides that grant decisions would be made by 

a selection panel made up of local and state elected officials, state transportation authorities, planning or-

ganizations and community stakeholders.  

 

The purpose of this legislation is to “increase the return on investment in the Nation’s surface transporta-

tion system; to make the Nation’s surface transportation system more reliable, safe, and efficient by ad-

vancing innovative projects selected through State competitions; to increase input from local government 

and stakeholders on projects receiving funding; and to leverage Federal highway dollars further through in-

State competitions.” 

 

According to Transportation for America, a national transportation advocacy group, “[these bills] repre-

sent…the best opportunities we’ve had in some time to ensure that more transportation dollars” get used 

where they’re needed most; to be spent on the very best projects that local communities need. 

 

With only a handful of days left in this legislative session, transportation advocates should contact their U.S. 

Senators and Representatives to share their thoughts on the Innovations in Surface Transportation Act of 

2014. 

Absentee Voter Information 

Age 60 or over or difficulty accessing the polls? Consider requesting an absentee ballot from your local 

city or township clerk. You can request and obtain an Absentee voter application through 2:00 pm on   

Saturday November 1, 2014. 

The Area Agency on Aging 1-B (AAA 1-B) is a nonprofit agency serving the needs of older adults in Living-

ston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, and Washtenaw counties.  

Contact Ryan Cowmeadow,  (248) 262-1282 or by e-mail at rcowmeadow@aaa1b.com to join the Senior 

Advocacy Network or receive copies of AAA 1-B reports referenced in The Advocate. 


