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ADVOCACY POSITION 
SB 909 and HB 5309 

AAA 1-B Supports Creation of Regional Transit Authority 
March 2012 

 
Background 
For older adults and persons with a disability who do not drive, the ability to get to 

places they need to go has been an ongoing challenge.  For many, particularly those 

with low incomes, public transportation may be the only option they have to age in 

place, participate in the workforce, and access social and health services.  According to 

the National Household Transportation Survey, more than one in five (21%) of 

Americans age 65 and older do not drive.  In addition, adequate mobility options such 

as a comprehensive public transportation can be a key factor in facilitating at-risk 

drivers to give up their keys without a loss of their independence.  The Michigan older 

adult population is expected to increase 44% between 2000 and 2020 and a reliable, 

sustainable public transportation system is essential to serve this population. 

 

Legislative Proposal 

Companion Senate and House bills (SB 909 and HB 5309) establish the Southeast 

Michigan Regional Transit Authority (RTA).  These bills also prescribe certain powers 

and duties of the RTA, which would be governed by an appointed board. The RTA 

would be responsible for coordinating transit in a four-county region (Macomb, Oakland, 

Washtenaw and Wayne), including planning, funding, and operating bus transit service 

along four well-traveled corridors.  Other counties could petition to join the RTA.  The 

RTA would be required to adopt a regional transit plan and update it annually.  It would 

become the recipient of federal transit act funding and name existing local authorities, 

like SMART or the Ann Arbor Transportation Authority, as sub-recipients.  The RTA 

would also have the ability to ask voters to approve a special assessment to support 

transit, and otherwise raise revenue.  A citizens’ advisory committee would be 

established, with representation that includes older adults, persons with disabilities, and 

organizations that serve these individuals.  These bills are supported by Governor Rick 

Snyder.   

 

AAA 1-B Advocacy Position  

AAA 1-B affirms its 2011-2012 Advocacy Platform position of improving public 

transportation options for adults of all ages and abilities, and supports the establishment 

of a Regional Transit Authority that will develop and implement a regional transit plan.   


