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T H E  A DVO C A T E  

 

Seniors and advocates who 

traveled to Lansing on Older 

Michiganians Day in June had 

the opportunity to voice their 

opinions on video and personally 

urge lawmakers to support aging 

serv ices inc lud ing home 

delivered meals, senior centers, 

and the MI Choice Medicaid 

Waiver program.  The video can 

be viewed on YouTube. Search: 

Senior Speak Out.  The video is 

also found on the AAA 1-B 

website, www.aaa1b.com.  Click 

on the News & Events tab, then 

Older Michiganians Day.   

Seniors Speak Out on Video 

Financial Exploitation Bills Approved in the House 
 

Two bills aimed at curbing the financial exploitation of Michigan’s older adults have passed in 

the state House of Representatives and have been sent to the Senate Senior Citizens and 

Veterans Affairs Committee.  Passage of HB 5193  adds “financial exploitation” to the defini-

tion of abuse in the state’s Social Welfare Act, and passage of HB 5187 allows employees of 

financial institutions to report, immune from civil liability, cases of suspected financial exploita-

tion.  Senior advocates had pushed for mandatory reporting, but were advised that removing 

the mandate made it possible for the bill to move forward due to objections from the banking 

industry.  The bill also requires that financial institutions provide training to employees to rec-

ognize and respond to various forms of financial exploitation.  The AAA 1-B commends the 

representatives from Region 1-B for passing this important legislation. 
 

Three State Senators from Region 1-B serve on the Senate Senior Citizens and Veterans  

Affairs Committee.  You are encouraged to urge them to take action on these important bills.   
 

Senator John Pappageorge  senjpappageorge@senate.michigan.gov   (877) 736-1384 
Senator Dennis Olshove  sendolshove@senate.michigan.gov  (517) 373-8360 
Senator Valde Garcia   senvgarcia@senate.michigan.gov   (800) 516-0026 

 

A detailed analysis of Elder Abuse bills can be found at the agency website, www.aaa1b.com.  
Click on the Advocacy tab, then Issues and Positions. 
 

Carolyn Price of Pontiac provides video comment as fellow 
members of the Golden Opportunities Club show their support. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8kjMo9YKOg
http://aaa1b.com/
mailto:senjpappageorge@senate.michigan.gov
mailto:sendolshove@senate.michigan.gov
mailto:senvgarcia@senate.michigan.gov
http://aaa1b.com/
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The Area Agency on Aging 1-B (AAA 1-B) is a nonprofit agency serving the needs of older adults in 

Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, and Washtenaw counties. For more information about 

the Senior Advocacy Network (SAN) or to receive future editions of The Advocate, contact Ann Langford 

at (248) 262-1282 or by email at alangford@aaa1b.com. 
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Elder-Friendly Communities Bills  

Move through Senate Committee 
 

A bi-partisan package of bills (SB 1327 – SB 1334) was introduced in May, 2010, to prompt local 

communities to give greater consideration to the needs of older adults in municipal planning 

activities.  The AAA 1-B believes that the provisions of these bills provide needed direction and 

authority for a variety of public entities that will result in improved access and safety for older adults 

to public facilities, amenities, and housing.   
 

The Senate Senior Citizens and Veterans Affairs Committee began taking public comment on this 

package of legislation on June 10, Older Michiganians Day, and the AAA 1-B offered testimony in 

support.  Soon thereafter, two bills, SB 1330 and SB 1333, were recommended for passage to the 

Senate.  These bills add heated sidewalks to the list of improvements that local planning authorities 

may finance.  Advocacy is urged on the remaining bills, which include making low-interest 

loans available to developers of housing designed to be desirable to senior citizens, and the 

creation of standards for an “elder-friendly” dwelling designation. 
 

A detailed analysis of Elder Friendly Communities bills can be found at the agency website, 
www.aaa1b.com.  Click on the Advocacy tab, then Issues and Positions. 

REAUTHORIZATION OF 
OLDER AMERICANS ACT 

 

The Older American Act (OAA), a federal 

statute enacted in 1965 which forms the 

foundation for the provision of many 

aging services in the United States, will 

expire in 2011.  Planning for 

reauthorization of the OAA is underway.  

The Administration on Aging has begun 

t o  d e v e l o p  p o s i t i o n s  a n d 

recommendations to improve the OAA 

and seeks input to identify key priorities, 

p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  f u n d i n g 

recommendations.  The National Council 

on Aging has introduced The Exchange, 

an interactive way for you to learn about 

the OAA and post your suggestions.  

Join the discussion by clicking on http://

www.agingexchange.org/ideaAbout. 

Macomb Seniors Surveyed on  

Revenue Enhancements 
 

Advocates from Macomb Family Services conducted an 

informal survey asking attendees at the Macomb 

County’s recent Senior Fun Festival whether they would 

support additional revenue enhancements to patch up 

the state’s budget deficit.  A look at the results: 
 

81% of respondents would support  
new revenue solutions 

 

71% would support raising the tax on beer sales 

65% would support a specialty license plate 

18% would support a tax on physician services 

51% would support a tax on plastic water bottles 

65% would support a donation check off box on the 
state income tax form 

61% would support a tax on international calls 

http://aaa1b.com/
http://agingexchange.org/ideaAbout
http://agingexchange.org/ideaAbout

